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LOW INFORMATION CHRISTIAN NO MORE

T've said it before: the truth
matters. At no time is that more
evident to me than Easter time.
We believe that the tomb was
empty—that Jesus of Nazareth
was killed on Friday, laid in

a borrowed grave Friday,
Saturday, and arose early
Sunday morning. We don't
"have an opinion” on this. We
aren't "putting a spin” on the
facts. We believe that the
historical evidence presented
in the gospels and attested to
by a wide variety of eyewit-
nesses is frue. If it is not
true, then we've got some serious
explaining to do. If it is not true,
our faith is in vain.
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So you can understand why I am
particularly defensive when lies,
subterfuges, deceptions, and

wild exaggerations are thrown

out into the public square and left
unchallenged.

This is particularly true in the
last few years with the increasing
reliance on cable television, Inter-
net bloggers, forwarded emails,
and talk radio. We are bombarded
with information from a wide
variety of people who are commit-
ted to one thing and one thing
only—to grab your attention and
keep your attention at all costs.
The more people who tune into
their show or click into their web

page, the more money they

get from the advertisers who
sponsor them. Of course juicing
ad revenues with sensationalism
is nothing new. What has
changed is the medium—the
means of communication, as well
as the size of the checks getting
written.

You don't have to tune in very
long to begin to get a sense of
how crazy things have gotten.
Just last night, comedian John
Stewart played a new clip about
an Urologist in Florida who re-
fused to treat patients who
voted for our current President.
He was irate about the current
Health Care Reform Bill. When
asked what specifically upset
him, he replied that the legisla-
tion would eliminate hospice care

in 2012. It was explained to him
that this wasn't and had never
been part of the Bill. He was then
asked where he got his informa-
tion. The doctor hemmed and
hawed and then said “online like
everyone else." Stewart's re-
sponse, "But this guy is a doctor!”
In other words, he ought to know
better than to believe everything
he reads on the Internet.

Followers of Jesus Christ are
called to be discerning, and the
word “discern” has its roots in the
old French, meaning to separate.
In this case to separate what is
(Continued on page 2)

DIFFERENCE?

The Know and Grow class is beginning a 6-week
study on Sunday, April 11 on prayer. The study is
inspired by the book Prayer: Does It Make Any
Difference? by Philip Yancey. Reading the book
is not a requirement for participation in the
class. Discussion aids will include a 15-20 minute

PRAYER: DOES IT MAKE ANY
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video segment and a participant's guide. The study will explore answers
to questions such as: Why pray? What is prayer? How does it work?
Does it work? What about all those prayers which go unanswered?
Please join us for the discussions on Sunday mornings between services
at 10:00 a.m. in Adult I classroom.
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(Continued from page 1)

true from what is something less.
For instance, the author of Prov-
erbs tells us, "The discerning
heart seeks knowledge, but the
mouth of a fool feeds on

folly.” (15:14) Discernment isn't
just about the easy work of
separating irrefutable truth from
intentional falsehood. More often
than not it is a much more labori-
ous chore of pulling out a kernel
of truth from a whole pile of
misleading innuendo, suspicion,
and distortion.

The earliest Christians had no
New Testament and very limited
contact with the eyewitness apos-
tles. They followed the leading

of the Holy Spirit, letters written
to them by Paul and others, and
the word of God laid out in the
Hebrew scriptures. There were
lots of folks back then who tried
to put their own spin on the gos-
pel—some for their own profit,
others to further their own
agenda—and it ook hard work to
stay faithful. It wasn't easy

AND THE

AND YOU SHALL KNOW THE

SHALL MAKE YOU FREE!

JOHN 8:32

local schools and at Purdue. Dis-
trust and fear get projected
onto all parties: administrators
and teachers, and those charged
with finding savings in the system.

There are more and more people
today making claims about what
real Christians believe. I'll admit
that a lot of the time it doesn't
sound like what I believe, the
implication being that I must be
not much of a Christian.

And of course, the worst of
all, there are the comments and
observations about the personal
lives and motivations of the
people we come into contact with
every day. My mom used to say,
“Even if it is true, let gossip die
with you: to pass it on is to keep
it alive." T grew up believing

then, and it isn't easy now. Thaf most gossip isn't frue or
ThaT at best it is built on the

Let's be very clear here. I'm ‘.

not just talking about our ||_|

AEarE L heard a phrase T'd never
etese covow heard before the other day.

national political debate.
The Lord knows, there is V=
plenty of misleading infor- =
mation being bandied about

by all sides around every single

important issue facing our country.

The level of disdain and implied
violence in our public discourse
ought to give us all—no matter
where we are on the political
spectrum—serious pause.

But there are plenty of uninformed
assertions around our crisis in
educational funding, both in our

smallesf grain of truth.

Someone was referring to
some of our fellow citizens
as Low Information Voters.
They were saying that some of
us simply believe the last thing
we heard or pay attention to the
voice that shouts the loudest.
Some of us evidently don't ever
"test" the information given us.
We keep the TV tuned to only
one network; we read only one
paper, bookmark and return to
the same blogs—the one we're

predisposed to agree with. I
confess there are plenty of times
I would have to identify myself as
a Low Information Voter. I don't
always check my facts on pol/iti-
fact.com, or factcheck.org, or
snopes.com (even though they're
on my Internet home page). It's
easier sometimes to believe what
I want to believe without worrying
about whether or not it is true.

Because telling the truth is so
critical for those of us who follow
Jesus and put our trust in his life,
death, and resurrection, I am
committing myself to never again
be a Low Information Christian.
I am going to develop the gift of
discernment and use it whenever I
can. I am going to guard a humble
and teachable spirit which will
allow me to give up what I want

to be true for what is actually
true. And I am going to try to ask
more questions and of fer fewer
opinions. You can imagine, that for
a preacher, it's not going

to be easy.

St. Andrew's unit of
United Methodist
Women will meet
Tuesday, April 13, at
7:00 p.m., in the conference room.
Linden Petrin will be presenting a
review of Where Mercy Fails: Dar-
fur's Struggle to Survive by Chris
Herlinger and Paul Jeffrey. We
invite all interested women to join
us for fellowship and inspiration
for service. For more information
contact Dorothy Taylor, 743-3180
or Mary Satterly, 463-5374.
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CONTEMPLATIVE
BIBLE READING

Nine people enjoyed experiencing
contemplative Bible reading during
Lent. At the end of our five
weeks, we decided to continue
meeting on the fourth Sunday of
each month. The next meeting will
be April 25 at 10:00. We will meet
in the prayer room but move to
the gazebo if the weather is warm
and dry. We welcome new partici-
pants any time. We will practice a
Bible reading technique which al-
lows us to slow down and listen to
what the passage is saying to each
one of us individually. This tech-
nique can then be practiced indi-
vidually at home. The book, Too
Deep for Words, by Thelma Hall
will be used as a resource and will
cost $10.00 each. Call Margie
Sharples, 464-2478 if you have
questions.

CALLINGALL
CROCHETERS &
KNITTERS!

St. Andrew has provided each
_of our Jubilee Christmas

~ families with an afghan

; for the past sev-

has accepted
this mission of providing them all a
full size afghan again this year.
We Need Your Help!! Please con-
sider donating an afghan for this
worthy cause. We will need 25.
Any questions? Contact Marilyn
Korn at mlkorn@msn.com. Thanks.

HAITI HEALTH KIT PROJECT

S Purdue
/ University
students
Ap—
/\ []/]]\M are work-
A e iNg With

the St.
Andrew
Missions
work area as well as the Jr. and
Sr. High youth to put together
health kits for Haiti following
the devastating earthquake in
that country. United Methodist
Committee on Relief has been
working in the country since the
quake and its aftershocks. Once
the health kits are prepared,
members of the Missions work
area will drive them to the Mid-
west Missions Distribution Cen-
ter in Illinois so they can be sent
to Haiti.

The Purdue University students
organizing the project are asking
for your help in supplying the con-
tents for the kits. One kit con-
tains:

Hand towel

Comb

Toothbrush

Toothpaste

Soap bar

The students are hoping your gen-
erosity will supply many kits. You
may bring articles for the kits to
the church beginning Sunday, April
11. There will be a collection box in
The Commons. All donations need
to be at the church by Sunday,
April 25. That evening, the Jr. and
Sr. High youth will pack the kits so
they can be taken Yo MMDC soon.
Thank you for your help with this
worthwhile project.

ORIENTATION CILASSES

The Church Growth work area is pleased to announce an opportunity to
learn more about St. Andrew. Orientation classes will be held for five
Sunday mornings starting Sunday, April 18 ' '

(April 25, and May 2, 9, 16) at 10:00 a.m. A final
class will be led by Pastor Burchill on Sunday,
May 16 at 6:00 p.m. It is strongly suggested

No

that you attend each of these sessions as it will s DG

give you a better overall view of our church
structure and mission. These classes are simply ~/
an avenue to provide information about the

church and a chance to get to know some of the

1B

congregation a little better. If you would like to

attend these classes, please look for the forms to sign up in the

church bulletin on Sunday, April 11 or contact Laurie Klenosky at
laklenosky@gmail.com. Extra forms will be available in the church office.
We look forward to meeting you and getting to know you a little better.
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Introducing Our Newest Ministry—Swaddling Cloths

In the story of Christ's
birth, the angel who ap-
peared to the shepherds told
them they would know the
Christ who was born by a
certain sign. Specifically, the
angel said, "And this wil/ be
the sign to you: You will find
a Babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths, lying in a manger.
(Luke 2:12, NKJV) This, of
course, begs the question as
to why WAS Jesus wrapped
in swaddling cloths?

One theory suggests that
the custom of the time was
that when the son of a King
was born, a prince, the baby

was washed in lightly salted
water and then wrapped in
swaddling cloths. Being
"salted and swaddled” repre-
sented the commitment of
the parents to God to raise
the child to be honest and
trustworthy: so that as a
King, he would walk straight
and tall among his people. In
Jesus’ case, Mary and Joseph
swaddled Jesus indicating
His royal lineage as the Son
of God and heir to the
throne.

Lucky for us, we too get to
share in this royal lineagel!
As sons and daughters of

God, we are royal princes and
princesses, set apart to do
His work. And much like Mary
and Joseph, St. Andrew
wants to indicate this royal
lineage as each baby is added
to the St. Andrew family.
And Swaddlling Cloths, our
newest ministry, will do just
that. This ministry is resum-
ing a tradition of giving each
new child or grandchild of a
St. Andrew parishioner a
hand-knitted blanket to not
only represent the love that
this community of faith will
wrap around him or her but
also to represent the royalty

Walk to Jerusalem—an Overwhelming Success!

When we started our
Lenten program, Walk to
Jerusalem (WTJ), it may
have seemed pretty far-
fetched that St. Andrew
would virtually walk all the
way from W. Lafayette,
Indiana to Jerusalem,
Israel in the 5 + weeks
between Ash Wednesday
and Palm Sunday. Well, we
not only made it to Jerusa-
lem, but we went 2,470
miles more than we needed
to walk. Yes. That's right.
As a congregation, we
“walked" a total of 8,713
miles!ll That's AMAZING!
It is clear that both physi-
cal and spiritual health is
important to this congrega-
tion! Approximately 125
people participated by
submitting tally sheets at
one point or another. Of
those, 21 were children.

The adult who "walked”

the most miles was Mike
Jacobs and the child was
Kristen Martin, and many
others were not far be-
hind. Julie Conlon, for
example, was consistently
over 100 miles every week!
In conjunction with the
WTJ, InTouch hosted a
Rise and Shine Saturday
event that allowed partici-
pants to experience differ-
ent types of physical
activity including karate,
Pilates, aerobics and chair
resistance fraining to name
a few. And, we partnered
with the Senior High
Youth to sponsor a dance,
Soul Train, which was a
congregation-wide fund-
raising event for the
senior high summer mission
experience.

While many people re-

corded physical miles,
spiritual miles added up as
well. Participants recorded
reading the Bible, daily
devotions, or other Chris-
tian books. Some partici-
pated in Disciple Bible
Study, the Daily Walk
Bible Study and a Lenten
Contemplative Bible Study
held on Sunday mornings.
Surely God was smiling as
so many of us were focus-
ing on his teachings.
InTouch would like to
thank all the people who
helped make this program
a huge success. Kudos to
all who participated on
their stellar accomplish-
ment! A big thanks goes
out to Van Neie who
helped provide a mission
focus for our bulletin
inserts each week as we
travelled through differ

Joshua Campbell Stephens
receiving his new blanket from
Swaddling Cloths

that the new baby is - a most
precious and perfect child of
6od. If you have a new baby
or grandbaby and haven't
received a blanket, please let
us know so we can present you
with one; and if you have a
baby or grandbaby on the way,
please let us know so we can
be ready!

ent countries. Thanks to
Taylor Honsowetz for making
the weekly tally sheet avail-
able on our website. Also, our
planning team - Melissa Martin,
Dan and Jeni Leaird, Steve and
Lisa Tally, Jan Collins-Cutter,
Sue Burchill, and Kama Darr
deserve our gratitude as they
helped plan, tally, and promote
this program. Finally, we would
like to thank Pastor Tim and
Pastor Pat for their overall
support of the WTJ program
and by preaching an excep-
tional companion sermon series
entitled - Making the Journey
with Jesus.

Whether you logged physical
miles, spiritual miles or just
became more aware of our
world and its needs, this pro-
gram was intended to focus
our bodies and minds on God.
St. Andrew has surely suc-
ceeded in doing just that.
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Blood Pressure Screenings
April 18
between services &

after second service
in Pastor Pat’s office

" Above all else, guard

your heart, for it is
the WELLSPRING of
life. Proverbs 4:23

Let Us Know...

Please remember to let us know if
there is someone in our congrega-
tion who would benefit from re-
ceiving a card, phone call, or visit
from our ministry. We'd also like
you to let us know about scheduled
and emergency hospital stays. Our
ministry works best when we know
whom and how we can help. Please
call the church office at 497-7755
with specific information.

Attention

High School &
College Seniors!

CONGRRTVULATIONS, GRRDURTES!

We want to celebrate the success
and achievements of our high
school and post high school degree
or certificate students. If you are
graduating anytime this year, we
want to know! There will be a
luncheon for you and your families
on May 2. To attend, please con-
tact Dana Kirkwood at the church

office or dana@andrew-umc.org.

ECHOES OF THE (GOSPEL

St. Andrew Book Group
Sunday, April 18, 6-7:30 p.m.

A Ring of Endless Light, by Madeline L'Engle is an
inter-generational book. Written for young people, Jr. High
age and up, it is lauded and loved by folks of all ages. It is
the story of Vicky Austin, who is spending what she knows
will be her last summer with her beloved grandfather (he
has leukemia) on Seven Bay Island. Besides her grandfa-
ther, she interacts with two friends who have recently

had a parent die and an older friend of her brother who gets her
involved in his dolphin research project. Dealing with death and young
romance are both part of this reading experience. Parents and grand-
parents, why not read this book along with your youth, and join the

St. Andrew book group for our discussion on Sunday, April 18, from
6-7:30 p.m. in Adult T at the church? It is a quick read and available at
local libraries and in paperback at book stores.

We are an informal group, with coffee and snacks...it is a good place to
relax while sharing ideas. We named ourselves "Echoes of the Gospel"
because we talk about books, applying the lens of our faith and our
understanding of the lessons we learn from the Bible. Everyone is wel-
come. You can just "drop in" when you have the time. Some read every
book and come to every session (we have six to eight meetings each
year) and others attend just when the chosen book is of special inter-
est. You can also come to enjoy the conversation, whether you have read
the book or not. This is a good way to get to know others at St. Andrew.

44

CareNotes Card Making - Mon-
day, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Intersection

Please join us for our next card
making session. InTouch will send
these cards to those who need
the loving touch of a caring note.
Everyone is welcome. All the
supplies and instruction needed
will be available for you. What a
great way to give back and have
fun at the same time. Please
prayerfully consider helping
make these beautiful cards.

ADMIN. SEC.
TRAVELING

Donna will be out of the office the
last two weeks of April, traveling
with her husband and daughter
(who is studying in Ireland). This
will require some adjustment in
the office duties. The newsletter
for April 22 will be published, but
ALL articles MUST be at church
by 5:00 p.m. on April 19 so Tricia
can put the newsletter together.
Laurie Klenosky will be filling in
for Donna most of the regular
hours as well as Tricia Sembroski
and Melissa Martin. Please support
them by getting your publication
needs in to the office on time.
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God’s Creation %X
In the spring we see God’s creation coming alive again!
Fill in the blanks below with the names of things that God
created. Use the Scripture references to help if needed.
e
s where vegetables grow
(Deuteronomy 11:10) //
o _ a tree to rest under (1 Kings 13:14)
D __ when Mary went to the tomb
(Maithew 28:1)
S lights in the night sky (Genesis 1:16)
c provided clothing for John the Baptist
(Matthew 3:4)
rR__ flowing water (Matthew 3:6)
E name of a garden (Genesis 2:8)
A the first man (Genesis 2:208)
Tr_ _ sound made by lightning (Exodus 19:16)
Ir - hopping, flying, crawling creatures
(Leviticus 11:20)
o _ a “wise” bird (Psaim 102:6)
N begins at sunset (Genesis 28:11)
ybIu {mo
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Sunday
28
Palm Sunday
8:45 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
4:00 PM CR Leaders' Book Study
6:00 PM Alpha & Omegas (Daily
Walk Bible)
6:00 PM C.L.A. Youth Group
6:00 PM T.0.M. Youth Group

4

Easter Sunday

8:00 AM Easter/Communion
Service

9:00 AM Easter Breakfast

9:30 AM Easter Celebration
9:30 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Easter Praise Worship

11

Jr. High Mission Trip

8:45 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
4:00 PM CR Leaders' Book Study
6:00 PM InTouch Ministries

18

8:45 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Blood Pressure Screen.
10:00 AM Orientation Class
10:00 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
12:00 PM Blood Pressure Screen.
4:00 PM CR Leaders' Book Study
6:00 PM C.I.A. Youth Group
6:00 PM Echoes of the Gospel
6:00 PM T.0.M. Youth Group

25

8:45 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Orientation Class
10:00 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
4:00 PM CR Leaders' Book Study
6:00 PM Alpha & Omegas (Daily
Walk Bible)

6:00 PM C.I.A. Youth Group
6:00 PM T.0.M. Youth Group

Monday

29
5:30 PM Disciple |
6:00 PM Disciple 1

5

OFFICE CLOSED
Newsletter Articles
Due

7:00 AM Staff/Parish
meeting

5:30 PM Disciple |
6:00 PM Disciple 1
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Troop Comm. Mtg.
7:00 PM Council on
Ministries meeting
7:00 PM Prayer
Shaw! Ministry

12

5:30 PM Disciple |
6:00 PM Disciple 1
7:00 PM CareNotes
7:00 PM Trustees
meeting

19

Newsletter Articles
Due

5:30 PM Disciple |
6:00 PM Disciple 1

26
5:30 PM Disciple |

April 2010

Tuesday

30

10:00 AM Traditional
Worship Planning

11:00 AM Staff meeting
12:30 PM Contemporary
Worship Team Planning
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Tutoring

7:30 PM Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

6

11:00 AM Staff meeting
12:00 PM Traditional
Worship Planning

12:30 PM Contemporary
Worship Planning

5:45 PM Patrol Leader's
Conference meeting
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM CrossRoads
Leaders' Gathering

7:00 PM Follow On
Campaign

7:00 PM Tutoring

13

10:00 AM Traditional
Worship Planning

11:00 AM Staff meeting
12:30 PM Contemporary
Worship Planning

7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Finance meeting
7:00 PM Tutoring

7:00 PM United Method-
ist Women

20

10:00 AM Traditional
Worship Planning Team
11:00 AM Staff meeting
12:30 PM Contemporary
Worship Planning

7:00 PM Administrative
Board meeting

7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Scout Parents
7:00 PM Tutoring

27

10:00 AM Traditional
Worship Planning Team
11:00 AM Staff meeting
12:30 PM Contemporary
Worship Planning

7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Tutoring

Wednesday
31

Thursday Friday
1 2 3

Saturday

6:30 PM Praise Team Maundy Thursday Good Friday

Rehearsal
7:00 PM Simply
People Puppet Troupe

7

7:00 PM Simply
People Puppet Troupe
7:00 PM VBS meet-

ing

14

7:00 PM Simply
People Puppet Troupe
7:00 PM Worship
Comm

7:30 PM Community
Ministries

21
7:00 PM Simply
People Puppet Troupe

28
7:00 AM Kitchen
Cabinet

7:00 PM Simply
People Puppet Troupe

5:00 PM Prayer 9:00 AM Oasis Bible

Labyrinth and Open  Study

Communion 12:00 PM Prayer

8:00 PM Comm. Labyrinth

Liturgy 7:00 PM Good Friday
Service

8 9 10

Newsletter Published 9:00 AM Oasis Bible  Jr. High Mission

6:30 PM Disciple Il Study Trip

6:30 PM Praise Team 6:00 PM Scrapbook

Rehearsal Workshop

7:30 PM Chancel

Choir Rehearsal

15 16 17

6:30 PM Disciple Il 9:00 AM Oasis Bible

6:30 PM Praise Team Study

Rehearsal

7:30 PM Chancel

Choir Rehearsal

22 23 24

Newsletter Published 9:00 AM Oasis Bible

6:30 PM Disciple Il Study

6:30 PM Praise Team

Rehearsal

7:30 PM Chancel

Choir Rehearsal

29 30 1

6:30 PM Disciple Il 9:00 AM Oasis Bible
6:30 PM Praise Team Study

Rehearsal

7:30 PM Chancel

Choir Rehearsal
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St. Andrew UMC

Phone: 497-7755

Traditional Worship: Sunday 8:45 a.m.
Contemporary Worship: Sunday 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.

Childcare provided at all times

You can continue to access our web page at http://andrew-umc.org

Your St. Andrew Staff
Pastor: Tim Burchill

CrossRoads Pastor: Pat Sleeth
CrossRoads Dir. of Programs: Dana Kirkwood
Administrative Secretary: Donna Biehl

Financial/Office Asst:
Dir. of Children's Ministry:

Dir. of Music Ministry: Dave Evans
Organist/Pianist: LuAnn Boggess
Asst. Organist/Pianist: Lisa Tally
Chancel Choir Director: Ben Waltz

Dir. Of InTouch Ministry:
Coordinator InTouch Ministry:

Joyful Sound Director: Jeni Leaird
Caretaker: Linda Hamilton
Nursery Coordinator: Kathy Rogers

Tricia Sembroski
Melissa Martin

Monica Arrowsmith
Laurie Klenosky

E-Mail Addresses
tim@andrew-umc.org
pat@andrew-umc.org—on sabbatical
dana@andrew-umc.org
donna@andrew-umc.org
tricia@andrew-umc.org
melissa@andrew-umc.org
dave@andrew-umc.org
luann@andrew-umc.org
lisa@andrew-umc.org
ben@andrew-umc.org
monica@andrew-umc.org
laurie@andrew-umc.org
Jjeni@andrew-umc.org
linda@andrew-umc.org
kathy@andrew-umc.org




